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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E] Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 7-5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 23 July 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . Figure 7 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takashimizu et al (US 2005/0152686 A1) in view of Lett (US 5,592,551) and Goldstein 
(US 5,410,326). 

Regarding claim 1 , Takashimizu teaches a digital broadcast receiving and 
recording apparatus (figure 1) comprising: 

a receiving section (figure 1 element 300: antenna) adapted to receive a digital 
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broadcast signal of a selected channel (page 1 section 0005); 

a digital data generating section adapted to generate digital data from the digital 

broadcast signal (pages 2-3 sections 0031-0032); 

a recording section adapted to record the digital data in a predetermined format 
and to sequentially output the recorded digital data (page 3 section 0038); and 
a control section (figure 1 element 409: control means). 

Takashimizu does not teach a storage section adapted to store a favorite 
channel map indicating a favorite channel of a viewer; and 
the control section is not adapted to control the recording section to start 
recording the selected channel when the selected channel is included in the 
favorite channel map, and when the selected channel is not included in the 
favorite channel map and is not changed over a predetermined time from a time 
selected, and to generate an EPG image of the favorite channel based on the 
favorite channel map. 

Lett teaches a storage section adapted to store a favorite channel map 
indicating a favorite channel of a viewer (figure 1 1 ); and 

to generate an EPG image of a favorite channel based on a favorite channel map 
(column 15 lines19-27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine Lett's favorite channel map 
and favorite channel EPG with the claimed invention in for the benefit of having a 
smaller guide that is quicker and easier for viewers (column 1 5 lines 27-28) to 
navigate. 
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Goldstein teaches a control section adapted to control the recording 
section to start recording the selected channel when the selected channel is 
included in the favorite channel map (column 26 lines 54-56). Goldstein storing 
channels which are viewed on a frequent basis in a recording cue (column 26 
lines 17-25) reads on the recording section recording "when the selected channel 
is not included in the favorite channel map and is not changed over a 
predetermined time from a time selected". It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Goldstein with the claimed invention for the benefit of automatically 
recording a user's preferred or favored channels and programs. 

Regarding claim 2, see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 3, see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 4, see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 5, Takashimizu in view of Lett and Goldstein discloses 
the apparatus of claim 2. Takashimizu further teaches an output section (figure 1 
element 406: video encoder) adapted to convert the digital data into analog data 
and to output the analog data (page 3 section 0032). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

White et al (US 6,804,825 B1) teaches automatically recording favorite 
programs. 

Gorbatov et al (2003/0018980 A1) teaches starting and ending recording 
based on event identifiers. 

Ukai et al (US 7,096,486 B1) teaches a broadcast receiving and recording 
system which determines programs to be recorded on the basis of calculated 
preference measures. 

Yun (US 5,771 ,329 A) teaches a method of recording only intended 
programming when a channel change occurs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasmine Stokely-Collins whose telephone number is 
571-270-3459. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8:00-6:30 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jasmine Stokely-Collins 
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